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MSP Students in Music Festival 
11 MSP students earned spots in the Connecticut Mu-
sic Education Association's Northern Regional Festival 
for Middle School. Three students were selected for the 
mixed choir, seven were selected for the treble choir, 
and one was selected for the band. These students 
competed with over 1,000 other students from around 
the state in a highly competitive audition process in-
cluding prepared solos, sight reading, and scales. The 
festival ensembles recently performed at CCSU's 
Welte auditorium before an audience of approximately 
1,500 spectators. The MSP students selected for the 
regional festival include Makaih Fraser, Krystal Cruz, 
Emma Lopez, Daniel Szymula, Bridget Arena, Paige 
Corcoran, Victoria Corriveau, Tanairy Barton, Kyle 
Guarco, Andrea Ybanez, and Ben Gnazzo.     

SeaPerch Competition at PHS 
Plainville High School faculty member Mark Chase 
recently coordinated the SeaPerch competition in the 
high school’s pool area. Chase’s engineering class, 
along with approximately 120 students from surround-
ing school districts participated in the event. Faculty 
from the Connecticut Technology Engineering Educa-
tion Association and the Navy Divers were also present 
and helped coordinate the competition.  SEAPERCH is 
an underwater robotics program that challenges stu-
dents to build an underwater Remotely Operated Vehi-
cle (ROV). Topics such as ship and submarine design 
encouraged students to explore naval architecture, 
marine engineering, electrical engineering and future 
career possibilities in these fields. Participants built the 
ROV from readily available parts such as PVC pipe, 
plastics, foam, hobby motors, wire and basic switch-
es.  The unit also provided students with the opportuni-
ty to learn about the rover through science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics (STEM).  

Toffolon Art Students Honored 
On February 24, Toffolon students Dakota-Marie 
Dinielli (Music) and Mikayla Thibeault (Visual Art) 
were honored for their excellence in Music and Visu-
al Art at the "16th Annual Connecticut Association of 
Schools  Celebration of the Arts" held at the Aqua 
Turf in Southington, Connecticut. The Celebration 
of the Arts banquet provides elementary schools 
with the opportunity to recognize students who have 
demonstrated outstanding artistic ability in performing 
or visual arts as well as citizenship and cooperative 
skills.  
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Did You Know? 
March is Board of Education Appreciation Month! 
Thank you to our board member volunteers Brent 
Davenport, Michael Giuliano, Deb Hardy, Laurie 
Peterson, Cheryl Provost, Andrea Saunders, 
Becky Tyrrell, Foster White, and Barbara Willard 
who share their time, talent, and expertise on behalf of 
our school district! 

Linden’s Science Club  
As part of Linden’s After School Program, faculty 
members Tahlya Granja and Melissa Dodenhoff 
have been facilitating an after school Science Club for 
students in grades 2-5. Students utilize the scientific 
method through active investigation of various science 
topics, such as fingerprinting, natural disasters, chemi-
cal reactions, and rocketry. Recently students studied 
the impact of oil spills on wildlife and tested the effec-
tiveness of various methods of clean up. Students then 
designed songs or posters to teach others about there 
learning.  

Book Buddies! 
Amy Mahtaney's third grade class members at 
Wheeler are serving as “Book Buddies” 
to kindergartners in Kirsten Penner's kindergarten 
class. The third graders are helping the kindergarten-
ers work on retelling stories.  


